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Exchange Student 2007, Montana State University

During my year at KGU I had the opportunity to take
classes with other Japanese students. Professor Doi’s
“International Communications” class was one that I

found particularly interesting. The objective of the class

was to investigate communication, generally through
media, conversation and other exercises. An interesting
thing to note is, this class was not for English majors, but
instead it was a Hospitality Management class. This
added to the difficulty sometimes, knowing that English
would not be a form of communication to always fall back
on, which in my opinion realistically extended into my life
in Japan. Discussing culturally different gestures and
forms of body language broadened my communication
abilities beyond verbal language. This was naturally a
very interactive class, since the act of communication is
one of the largest forms of interaction, which allowed me
to meet and get to know a lot of new people. Overall it
was a great experience proving that you don’t necessarily
need to be fluent, or know someone else’s language at all
in order to communicate with them, just the confidence

and willingness to learn.
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International Relations and Current Issues
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In my half of “International Relations and Current
Issues” we discuss recent news that pertains to cultural
or political aspects of Japan's relations with other
countries. Through the discussions, students can see the
extent to which their own reactions are similar to or
different from students of other cultures. For example,
this year class discussion revealed that the level of
interest in political elections was relatively high among
exchange students, particularly those from the US. 1
think this discussion was particularly valuable for the
Japanese students who seemed to be surprised by the
extent of this interest and the strength of the opinions
held by their non-Japanese classmates. For the exchange
students, I think this year’s discussions provided insights
interest in

into the extent of their Japanese classmates’

as well as opinions about various issues in the news.
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The subject, “International Relations & Current Issues’,
is one of the most popular and internationalized
subjects in Kumamoto Gakuen University (KGU). The
Department of International Economics has designed this
subject especially for its students and the international
exchange students from our partner universities. I have
been teaching under the title of “International Economic
Relations” (IER), in English, from the perspective of
Development Economics. I, myself, am from Burma
(Myanmar) and the students of this class are from
various parts of the world, such as Australia, Canada,
China, Korea, New Zealand, Thailand, UK, USA and
Vietnam, and the regular students of KGU. About 25 to 30
Japanese and international exchange students register to
take this subject for credit every year. During the lecture,
we can share our own political, economic and socio-
cultural opinions about international economic relations.
Of course, the way we discuss is very open and
class a place of

international which makes our
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international relations. It is really a valuable opportunity
for me and the students to share our own views through
discussion once a week. I do not see any language
barriers among the students of different nationalities and
cultures during the class. In order to earn credit for this
class, the students from English and non-English
speaking countries need a willingness to improve their
knowledge of IER and make friends with students from

other countries.

Erynn Flaherty (zv:-7L51-)

THROFETBMEFE (L 2K%)
Exchange Student 2008, The University of Montana

The class is split between two teachers, five weeks
tutelage from each teacher. The semester is taught by
Professors Kirk Masden and Maung Maung Lwin. The
first half of the semester is under Prof. Masden's tutelage
in which the class participates in active discussions
regarding current issues in Japan, with the inclusion of
how it relates to other countries or other countries’
viewpoints.

The second half of the class is taken over by Prof. Lwin.

It is under his supervision that the class focuses on
International Economic Relations and becomes a lecture-
style class. It is during this time that we learn various
countries’ standings economically in the world and the
many contributing factors to being an economically sound

country.
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Leisure and Tourism Marketing
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