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“World Englishes” is a relatively new field of research
based on the premise that English is “owned” not by a
specific country or group of speakers but by everyone who
uses it. To understand the background behind this field, I
recommend two highly readable online books written by
David Graddol and sponsored by the British Council. Both
are freely available for download via internet:
(1) The Future of English: a guide to forecasting the
popularity of English in the 21° century (1997)
(2) English Next: why Global English may mean the end of
“English as a foreign language” (2006)
Both books contain a wealth of facts and illustrations
about the importance of English as a world linguafran-
ca. The first surveys a number of economic and social

factors, including the spread of the internet and global
culture, and asks whether English will still be the dominant
languagein 50 years. The second focuses on the need to learn
foreign languages, as multilingual speakers of international
English are more desirable in a global market than
monolingual speakers of “native” English.
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My TATEFL2016 presentation concerned how metaphors
help students with writing. When students organize es-
says around a metaphor like Life is a journey, they are
able to expand the depth of their vocabulary with more co-
herence and continuity. The conference was international,
with over 2,500 ELT professionals from over 100 countries
and was held from April 13th-16th, when the earthquakes
struck Kumamoto. Many, noticing that I was from Kuma-
moto, asked about the situation, reminding me how small
our world is.
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