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THE IMPORTANCE OF OPPORTUNITIES
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Many people ask me “Why did you come to Japan? And
how did you become a university professor?” To both, I
can only answer that I took opportunities.

My first opportunity was to apply for and obtain a
“triple group major” at university. A “group major” (which
was somewhat less demanding than a full double major)
combined two foreign languages, or one foreign language
and linguistics. I started out studying French, and added
German in my second year.

Then, I decided to take another opportunity—a third
year abroad in Germany. There, I was able to take seven
courses in linguistics, and voila, I had enough credits to
add linguistics to my group major of French and German.
I graduated with a triple degree in French, German AND
linguistics, the only student in my university to have done

so, as far as I know.

So what do these opportunities have to do with Japan?
Well, two things. First, I started studying Japanese in
Germany. This led me to a two year teaching contract
in Nagoya after graduating, which led me to meeting my
husband, which led me to Kumamoto. Second, Kumamoto
University of Commerce (REARFEIAKZE) |, as it was called
back then, put out a teaching position for a native English
speaker with fluent Japanese and a degree in English
linguistics. So I got the job.

Because I took the opportunity to study German, I
went to Germany. Because I went to Germany, I took the
opportunity to study linguistics and Japanese. Because of
these, I was offered the opportunity to become who I am
today. If T had not taken these opportunities, I would have
had a very different life. Opportunities they can be doors
to a wonderful future. Don’t miss them.
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A Study of Work Value and Practice of the Myanmar People
and the Japanese:
In Pursuit of the Conditions to Work Together
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