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Cross-Culture Kids in Japan

MHEIRESSES Yok Fl @A Christie Provenzano

As Japan becomes increasingly globalized, society is
starting to make room for permanent foreign residents
settling here to live, work and raise their families.
Non-Japanese who marry and raise children with Japanese
partners experience unique challenges raising their
Cross-Culture Kids (CCKs) (Pollock and Van Reken, 2009).
In Japan, which is largely monolingual and monocultural,
it is no surprise that some of those challenges are related
to the fostering of bilingualism and biculturalism in their
children. In families where neither parent is Japanese,
raising Third Culture Kids (TCKs — children raised in a
culture different from their passport culture) brings up
similar language, culture and identity issues. Kikokushijo
(JRET7Z, Japanese returnees), although often studied as a
unique and separate group (for example: Kanno, 2004), can
generally be classified as TCKs.

It is widely recognized that CCKs, including TCKs
and krkokushijo, enjoy a number of benefits from their

unique circumstances. Many (but not all) develop bi- or

multilingualism, which positions them well for acceptance
to desirable high schools and universities, and later, for
excellent work situations. Research shows that bilinguals
also enjoy some less obvious benefits compared to their
monolingual counterparts. These include more focused
concentration and keener analytical skills, both of which
to tasks in a variety of disciplines, not just language (for
a general overview, see Bhattacharjee, 2012). Also, due
to their deep understanding of multiple cultures, CCKs
often have a broader worldview that makes them more
adaptable and flexible.

Japan-based researchers in this field are working to
effect change in educational policy and public opinion.
Dispelling myths about bilingualism (such as the idea that
it is rare to be bilingual) is one step towards normalizing
it and bringing into the mainstream. As Japan opens its
doors wider and wider to foreign residents, it can only
benefit from the linguistic and cultural diversity that

future generations will bring.

For references, please contact Christie@kumagaku.ac.jp
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International Conference Report

HLERESEES KRR T Christie Provenzano

From March 22 to 24, 2017, I presented a workshop
about designing combined-skill activities at a Seminar on
English Language Teaching titled “From theory to
implementation: Bringing new ideas into your classroom”.
It was held by Hue University’s College of Foreign
Languages (HUCFL) in Hue, Vietnam, and the Japan
Association for Language Teaching’s “Teachers Helping
Teachers” (THT) special interest group. The seminar
brought Japan-based English teaching specialists to
Vietnam to conduct guest lectures in HUCFL classes and
workshops for Vietnam-based English teachers from all

educational levels.

Local organizers and participants warmly received the
presenters from Japan. The event was clearly a rare
chance for local Vietnamese teachers of English to
network with international colleagues. I found the
HUCFL/THT event to be both rewarding and inspiring.
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