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Dear Distinguished Chairman Iwano, President Oka-
moto, Members of the Board of Directors, faculty, and
honored guests, it is a privilege and a pleasure to be
here today to extend Montana State University’s con-
gratulations to our special partner, Kumamoto Gakuen
University, on the occasion of its 70" anniversary.

Unfortunately, our President, Dr. Waded Cruzado,
had unbreakable commitments that prevented her from
being here today, but she sends her best wishes to you,
President Okamoto, and to the entire KGU community on
this very special day. She asked me to join you here in
Kumamoto today to communicate in person our sincere
commendation and gratitude for the wonderful partner
you have been to MSU.

Although our attention today is properly focused on
the celebration of KGU's 70™ anniversary, this summer
will also mark the 30" anniversary of the partnership be-
tween Kumamoto Gakuen University and Montana State
University. Through the vision and leadership of U.S.
Ambassador to Japan Mike Mansfield - a distinguished
Montanan who rose to the position of Majority Leader
of the United States Senate before his appointment as

2 International Exchange Letter 2012 vol.34
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Ambassador — an agreement was signed on July 22,
1982 between the State of Montana and the Prefecture
of Kumamoto which included establishment of a partner-
ship between Kumamoto Gakuen University and Montana
State University. Over these 30 years literally hundreds
of young KGU and MSU students and many faculty and
staff members have taken part in exchange programs
between our institutions — student exchanges, short term
group programs, visiting professorships, etc. Carry-
ing on this tradition, it will be our pleasure to welcome
Professor Tadamitsu Kamimoto this fall as a scholar in
residence in our Department of Modern Languages and
Literatures. Due to these activities, interest in Japan
has grown at MSU and we now offer a Japan Studies
Program, allowing MSU students to focus their stud-
ies on Japan. Through our collaboration we are jointly
responsible for several marriages, and probably several
children. Student exchange participants from both sides
have taken up staff and faculty positions at the other.
For example, one of your graduates, Ms. Makiko Diehl
(formerly Tanaka), is now doing excellent work for us in
the MSU Office of International Programs. Through our
efforts together, many of our students (and perhaps even
some of our faculty) have gained valuable knowledge and
life-changing experiences.

Our partnership will surely grow in importance in the
coming years. As Ambassador Mansfield said, “The
U.S.-Japan relationship is the most important bilateral
relationship in the world, bar none.” However, we are
entering a period of far greater international complexity
in the second decade of the 21* Century. Although Ja-
pan and the United States retain their positions as major
powers, we are seeing the emergence of many others to
join the ranks of leading nations, including Brazil, China,
India, Indonesia, Russia, South Africa, and Turkey.
Working together, and reaching out to other institutions
around the globe, we need to develop new approaches
to international exchange to prepare our students, both
here and in the U.S., for this complex, multilateral, bor-
derless world that is taking shape before our eyes. We
at MSU look forward to working with KGU to respond to
the international challenges of this complex world which
will characterize our next seventy years.

Before closing I would like to issue an invitation. The
United States has designated the week of November 11,
2012 as “International Education Week.” We at MSU will
be devoting that week to activities focusing on Japan,
and we invite you to join us in Bozeman for this week of
celebration and knowledge sharing.

Congratulations to the leadership, faculty, staff, and
students of your fine university on this, its 70" anniver-
sary. We look forward to working with you to make the
next seventy years as successful as your first seventy
years have been.
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