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My experience in Kumamoto
Thomas Middleton
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F—=ABSUT - 5 hO—TKEHNSDIEEBF 4]

It had always been a dream of mine to visit
Japan and once I got the opportunity to go I was
excited. When I had arrived in Japan, however,
it was quite a shock. I had never left Australia
since birth and everything seemed so dissimilar.
As soon as I left the plane and entered Tokyo
airport it was quite different to anything I had
seen before. The food was all peculiar and
different and I was afraid to speak in case no
one could understand me. However, when I first
arrived at Kumamoto and KGU 1 found that
everyone was so kind and welcoming and that
I was accepted quickly. I made close friends
after living in the dormitory for just a month
and I would often go out to socialize and spend
time with my newly made Japanese friends. I
also quite liked my Japanese language classes,
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as I had kind and caring teacher assistants who
helped me make learning fun and enjoyable.
I would have to say that my experience at
KGU and Kumamoto was the best experience
of my life. I look back fondly on my memories
and think about the great times that I had.
Key recollections of my stay in Kumamoto are
participating in a sado tea ceremony, doing
zazen in Okunoin and getting punished by a
monk with a kyosaku (a flat wooden stick) and
traveling to Nagasaki where I learned about
the sad history and impact of the war. I would
like to thank everyone who made my stay in
Kumamoto exciting and inspiring. I hope one day
I will return and continue to make more fond
memories.
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TEL 096-364-5161(%

FAX 096-372-4112

[FA—2L_—] http://www.kumagaku.ac.jp/office/kokko
[facebook] https://www.facebook.com/kumagakukokko
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