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Hello, | am Jeong Seung Yeon from Daejeon University in
Korea. | have worked as an exchange professor at Kumamoto
Gakuen University from March 2024 to February 2025. Even now, |
can still feel the spring scent and warmth | experienced when |
took a photo under the bright sunlight after visiting the campus
for the first time last March.

The first emotion | felt when | came to Kumamoto was
"kindness and deep consideration." The department head and
the staff of the Office of International Education were incredibly
kind and did their utmost to help me adjust to life in Kumamoto. |
will never forget their kindness and thoughtfulness. Not only they
but also all the other university staff have been very generous and
considerate toward me. Even when | worked late in the office, the
security guard would always turn on the hallway lights for me,
and when | left the university after 2 a.m., the security guards
would always greet me even so late at night. | am truly grateful
for their warmth and consideration. Not only the university staff,
but also the citizens of Kumamoto and the many Japanese people
| encountered during my time here, were all very kind. | believe
this kindness and consideration were the driving forces that
allowed me to feel safe and at ease while living in a foreign
country.

The second thing that impressed me was the "respect for
tradition." | was very surprised to see university students wearing
kimonos at their graduation ceremonies. In Korea, we rarely wear
traditional clothing like Hanbok unless it is for a very special
occasion. Young students, in particular, do not have much love or
respect for Hanbok. In the past, we would wear Hanbok during
traditional holidays, but now, even on holidays, it is rare to see,
and the only occasion when young people typically wear hanbok
is at their weddings. However, in Japan, | was impressed to see
young university students wearing Kimonos for their graduation,
which showed their deep love and respect for tradition. This
admiration reached its peak during the summer street parade
festival, where ordinary citizens, not professionals, wore various
types of Yukata, samurai attire, or traditional clothes and paraded
while dancing to the traditional music of Kumamoto. | deeply
admired their respect for tradition.

The third thing that impressed me was the "diligence" of
the staff members who attended my Korean language class. In
fact, it is quite difficult to attend a language class without missing
a single session after work, but the staff members would show up
almost every week and study Korean with great seriousness and
dedication. Their earnestness and diligence truly motivated me,
and | had a lot of fun teaching them. Even though the class was
not mandatory, they participated so enthusiastically and worked
so hard that | was deeply moved by their sincerity and passion.

As | wrap up my time as an exchange professor, | am deeply
impressed by the sincerity of the many professors and staff who
did not take our brief encounter lightly but instead worked hard
to build genuine and meaningful relationships.

I will cherish the memories of the alleyways | walked through, the
corners of the campus where | spent time, and all the connections
| made with the Japanese people during my year here. As | return
to Korea, | promise to keep these memories alive and continue to
nurture these relationships. | sincerely thank you for everything
during my time here.

“BOMNESTIVELE”
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