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My Exchange Experience
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I have been interested in Japanese culture
since I was a kid. My uncle sparked my interest in the
culture after returning from Japan and told me about
what he did. It has been a dream of mine to come since
then and I started to research Japanese on my own
as my small hometown didn’t have any programs for
Japanese culture or language. After I went to college,
I learned of a study-abroad program I applied to start
learning more about the program. Thanks to this and
my Japanese Language teacher I could participate in a
virtual exchange with Kumamoto Gakuen University
that went well, and I decided that I wanted to go there.

When I arrived in Japan, I quickly found how
kind here is because when I was struggling to find my
hotel a very kind stranger helped me even though it
was very late. Although I didn’t know a lot of Japanese
they helped me and were very kind. This started my
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first month in Japan. Throughout the month I got
to have a lot of fun and make so many new friends.
Everyone was very kind and helped me learn as much
as possible about the culture, language, and the city.
I went to many places with my new friends, like Mt.
Aso, Aso Shrine, Yamaga, and Fukuoka.

I also got to wear a Kimono for the first time
during my first month here.
We rented them for the day
and went to a fireworks
show. It was an amazing
display, and I took a lot of
photos that day. I got to eat
tons of great food from the
street vendors as well, some
of which I had never eaten
before. It also surprised
me that everything was so
clean even at the end of the
day, after the show and the
crowds. I love the amount
of nature that Kumamoto §
has, and I spend as much §7
time outside exploring as |
can.
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