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Seminar in WORLD ENGISHES
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Our seminar studies world Englishes (not
English!). How are Englishes spoken, studied and
used in different countries and regions in the
world? In Japan, English is learned as an
international language to communicate with
people from other countries, and the same is true
for our neighboring countries Korea and China. If
you want to work in an airport or sightseeing
spot, you will find yourself speaking English as
an international language with customers from
all over Asia. In other countries, such as India or
the Philippines, English is a second language—an
official or educational language used by citizens
to talk to each other, in addition to their own
native languages. We also study how English is
used in cultural products such as movies, songs,
and stories around the world, and how it has
affected other languages such as “katakana

English” in Japan (and Korea!).

Students write short research papers and
present them in English, and continue them in
their graduate thesis seminar. Recent topics have
included everything from Philippine English
literature to communication strategies in
“Degawa English” ! This seminar welcomes
exchange students, too, and currently we have
students from Taiwan, England and Canada (who
sometimes write and present in Japanese!). We
also take a yearly trip to Pusan, Korea, where we
have a chance to put our international English

into action!
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