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The return of word cards: Quizlet
Joseph Tomei

(Professor /* Department of American and British Studies)

When I first came to Japan, there was no internet and no
smart phones. (hard to believe, I know!) One thing that I
remember from that time was that students often used small
packs of word cards ( BiZEME ) to study. On busses and trains,
you could always see at least one student looking thru their
word cards, something that has largely disappeared.

This year, [ was contacted by the people who make quizlet
(quizlet.com), asking me if I wanted to use the application in
the class. I had used it when I was in Korea to study Korean,
so [ knew it was a good app for self-study, but wasn’t sure how
I would incorporate it into class, but they said that they would
give all the students free memberships, so I went ahead.
Quizlet allows you to make study sets of words and phrases,
which is just like the old word cards. But unlike the old word
cards, you can search for quizlet sets that other people have
made and either download them into your app or add them to
sets you are making. Because it is an application developed in
the US, there are lots of sets for English to different languages.
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They’ ve also added the ability to add images and diagrams
to the cards. For English, they have text to speech so you can
hear the words if you want to check out the pronunciation.
You also have 7 different study modes, which are Flashcards
(use them like the old fashioned word card), Write (where
you have to type in the answers), Spelling (where the app
reads the word out and you spell it), Test (which gives you
the set as different kinds of questions), Match (where you are
timed to see how long it takes for you to correctly match the
terms and the definitions), and Gravity (for people who like
games!)

For class, I’m using a set cards from BEST-TOEIC
(https://quizlet.com/BEST-TOEIC), level 400, with 20 words
each. That link has levels 300, 400, 500, 600 and 730. One
student, who is a regular user of quizlet, when they took their
TOEIC, they had a 57 point gain. I don’t think it is just the
app, but I think the app had a big part in helping him.

If you are interested in quizlet, check it out at quizlet.com.
Buying the app for students takes away the advertising and
lets you work offline, so students can do fine with the free
version. A Quizlet teacher account allows you to create
enhanced materials and lets you track student progress.
There is also a quizlet Live, which is a real time game that
individual students or teams can play. Please contact me at
jtomei@kumagaku.ac.jp if you would like more information
or help. If there is
enough interest, | Y

can arrange an online Q U Iz I ef
workshop to show

you this app!
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