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My Seminar in World Englishes
(tH575E5REE

K 22V (F# World Englishes)

3 Four-fifths of the world's
Efnghshes
?heWOl'ld

English speakers are not native
speakers of English. In such a

world, is it possible to communicate

My seminar in World Englishes studies the

truly with knowledge of the

American language and culture

alone?

varieties of English used around the world, not only
in native speaking countries such as Canada, England,
Great Britain and New Zealand, but also in countries
where it is used as a second language, such as
Singapore, India and the Philippines, and as an
international language as in China, France, Tanzania
and most other places in the world. We discuss both
their linguistic characteristics (accent, vocabulary and
grammar) and their histories, cultures, and
stereotypes, as they are inseparable. English
education practices and usage are also reviewed.

As a basis, we begin with Japanese English as a

variety. How is typical Japanese English pronunciation

different from standard US or British English? Where
does Japanese gairaigo come from and how has it
changed in meaning? How is English used in
Japanese cultural products such as J-pop, manga or
Degawa English, or on Japanese signage? How is
English taught in Japan? All of these questions
provide a rich source of interesting topics for research
papers and discussion in English.

In non-Covid times, exchange students from
various countries (the US, Canada, Australia, China,
South Korea, Germany, etc.) also participate in the
seminar. We also usually take a seminar trip to Korea
to observe how English is used in Korean signage,

learn about Japan-Korea relations through English,

and eat some delicious Korean food!
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