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i. He had a rough life.
il. My life took a strange turn.

iii. 1don't know where I'm going with my life.
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Ode to my Father (2014)
Judy Yoneoka (Professor, World Englishes)

I am a history nerd. I love all
historical books, movies and drama.
¥ But too often historical products are

' politicized, fictionalized and suffer from

ODE t0 MYSFATHER

finger pointing or whitewashing. It

is refreshing and thought-provoking,
then, to find a movie that portrays various modern-era
historical events as they were experienced by one
man. Like the 1994 US film Forrest Gump, this is the
case in a 2014 Korean movie called =X A% in
Korean, [E i 5 Ti& W £ L £ 9 in Japanese, and
Ode to my Father in English.

The first thing that impressed me about this
film was how much I learned about modern postwar
Korean history. The hero of the film, Duk-Soo, loses
track of his father and sister in the evacuation of
Hungnam, and waits for their return while running a
shop in the international market of Busan. As the
“man” of the family, he continues to sacrifice for his

mother and siblings, joining government sponsored

programs as a coal miner in Germany and a soldier in
Viet Nam. In a scene which brought tears to my eyes,
he is reunified via KBS special broadcast with his
sister. Hungnam, Germany, Viet Nam, KBS--1 was
not aware of any of this Korean history, and the plight
of a Korean war orphan in my own home town
brought a fresh look to a part of history that I had
experienced in childhood “from the other side.”

What I loved most about this film was the
universal human theme of devotion and sacrifice for
family, and how younger people may be blissfully
unaware until it is too late. Historical circumstances
differ, but this film felt like it could have been an Ode
to my own father, whose business suffered after going
to war in Europe, or to my husband’ s father, who
spent his life as a bus driver after returning from
Burma. Unlike Forrest Gump, who backs into each
life experience through “dumb luck”, Duk-Soo makes
deliberate choices for the sake of his family. He is an
ordinary man living through extraordinary
circumstances. For us, who do not know war or its
aftermath, it is a reminder of people who sacrifice for

those they love, wherever they are.
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